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Foreword 


This is the Government response to the Evaluation of the Traffic Management 
Act report produced by Halcrow 
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1. Government Response 


1. 	 The Government thanks Halcrow for delivering this thorough evaluation 
of the Network Management Duty and the non-permit-related street work 
legislation contained in the Traffic Management Act 2004.  The report 
contains detailed analysis of the legislation itself and also 
implementation by authorities of each new street work function. 

2. 	 This was carried out by looking at a representative sample of authorities 
and how they use the new non permit related street works functions.  
This provides an insight into how those involved in street works are 
using and adapting to the new powers. 

3. 	 The Government encourages those involved in street works to consider 
the points and recommendations identified in the report with the aim of 
improving their administrative working practices so that the sector 
obtains the maximum benefits from the legislation. 

4. 	 The Government has considered the recommendations aimed at the 
Department for Transport and has outlined actions it intends to take.  
These are detailed in the table below. 
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2. Actions 


No Recommendation Response 

R 4.3 The Department is advised to consider 
promoting engagement across government 
departments, working within existing legislation, 
on the objectives of the NMD in order to facilitate 
coordination and cooperation within two-tier 
authorities in respect to their differing obligations. 

The Department agrees that the actions of 
lower-tier authorities and other public sector 
bodies can have a significant impact on upper-
tier authorities’ success in meeting the 
Network Management Duty.  The key to this 
issue is better coordination at a local level 
between organisations, rather than 
engagement between different parts of 
Whitehall.  Existing Network Management 
Duty Guidance already emphasises the 
importance of effective cooperation and 
communication. 

R 5.7 The Department is advised to consider the case 
for reinstating the code for recording the details 
of section 58 and 58A restrictions to the NSG, 
with a corresponding review of the CoP and 
EToN Technical Specification. 

The Department will work with HAUC(UK) and 
the EToN Developers Group to consider this 
recommendation.  

R 5.9 The Department, if considering the 
commencement of the sections of the TMA that 
cover resurfacing, should take into account the 
interrelationships with existing legislation and in 
particular sections 58 and 58 (A) of the TMA. 

The Department currently has no plans to 
implement these powers however if  these 
powers are implemented DfT will consider the 
interrelationships with existing legislation and 
in particular sections 58 and 58 (A) of the 
TMA. 

R When sufficient data is available, the Department The Department envisages that the 
5.17 should consider conducting an in-depth 

assessment of the impact of FPN schemes in 
terms of supporting the key objectives of the 
NRSWA / TMA, including a review of costs, the 
number of FPNs given and if possible the impact 
on minimising disruption by street works to the 
general public. 

performance scorecard being developed in 
conjunction with HAUC(UK) will provide some 
basic data on the extent to which different 
authorities are using FPNs, as well as 
measures of more general performance on 
street works management and coordination. 
As that data becomes available, the 
Department will work with HAUC(UK) to 
consider whether there is a clear correlation 
between usage of FPNs and street works 
performance more generally. 
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R 6.1 The Department is advised to consider the 
process proposed by Halcrow / TRL in relation to 
the development of future Codes of Practice, 
Technical Specifications and other 
documentation, with an emphasis on the need 
for transparency and efficiency. In particular, the 
Department should: 

Ensure that objectives are clearly defined at the 
start of the process. 

Ensure the process is focused on outcomes 
rather than a detailed review of existing Codes of 
Practice or other documentation.  

Ensure the process of drafting the documents is 
separated from the requirements definition stage 
to enable a more streamlined and focused 
approach to be taken.  

This will help to ensure consistency and support 
a ‘right first time’ approach. 

The Department agrees with the points being 
made here, and will work with HAUC(UK) with 
a view to applying these principles when 
embarking on future reviews of Codes of 
Practice. In relation to the EToN technical 
specification and other systems-related issues, 
a new Strategy Group has been established 
under the auspices of HAUC(UK) to facilitate 
the process. 

R 6.2 The Department is advised to re-consider the 
case for developing a central street works 
register for England. 

The Department is committed to devolving 
power and responsibility to the local level and 
therefore does not consider that a centrally-
imposed national street works register would 
be consistent with this commitment.  The 
Department will not therefore be bringing 
forward proposals for a national register. 
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