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NOTES OF THE MEETING OF THE HIGHWAY AUTHORITIES AND UTILITIES COMMITTEE 
HELD ON 8th October 2013 

 
London Borough of Islington, Laycock Centre, Laycock Street, London N1 1XR 
 

 
PRESENT 

Jerry McConkey          HAUC(UK) Joint Chair, Sefton Borough Council, JAG(UK)  

Mark Ostheimer (Joint Chair ) 
 
HAUC(UK) Joint Chair, Virgin Media, NJUG Operations 
Director 

Paul Castleman 
Chair Notices & Co-ordination Working Group and Chair, 
Anglian HAUC 

Peter Loft Chair, London HAUC 
Keith O’Brien Chair, Anglian HAUC 
Bob Beaney Chair, SEHAUC 

Roger Culpin                             ,  
Chair, JAG(UK), Inspections Working Group and North of 
England HAUC 

Barry Lucas London HAUC 
Jane Smith NJUG & HAUC(UK) Secretariat, Chair, Communications 
Emily May 
Dave Capon 

NJUG & HAUC(UK Secretariat 
JAG(UK) Manager and HAUC(UK) Secretariat, Local 
Authority HAUC(UK) Secretariat, Chair, Conference 
Organising Committee 

Phil Cameron  Chair, South West, Chair, Safety, Performance and 
Communications Working Group. 

Tim Holland 
Mike Young 

Highways Agency 
Welsh Assembly Government 

Ian David Inspection Fees Working Group, Welsh HAUC 
Andy Wilkins WMHAUC 
Dave Turnbull Openreach and NJUG Legal Director 
Dave Patrick 
Hugh Rickard 

Openreach 
South West HAUC 

David Latham Chair, SEHAUC 
Anita Solanki West Midland HAUC, Chair, Conference Organising 

Committee, Performance Working Group 
Barbara King Department for Transport 
Ann Griffiths Chair, NWHAUC 
Ian Darbyshire YHAUC 
Elspeth King Road Works Commissioner, Scotland 
Mark Beasley TFL 
 
1. Apologies for Absence 

  
Michael White                     Chair, NWHAUC 
Gerry Byrne 
Gary Curran 

                    Chair, Northern Ireland HAUC 
 

Clive Derry                     Chair, AHAUC 
Paul Evans                     Chair, YHAUC 
Angus Carmichael                     Chair, RAUC(Scotland)  
Alan Rainford                      Chair, SROH Working Party and Virgin Media 
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Paul Gerrard 
Steve Bender 
Ben Beachell 
Les Clarke 
Peter Crouch   
Samantha Brothwell  
Christopher Perkins 
Patsy Ward                                             

                    National Grid Gas 
                    Corporation of London 
                    Welsh Government 
                    EMHAUC 
                    Chair, Diversionary Works 
                    Chair, EMHAUC 
                    Chair, Training & Accreditation 
                    Chair, Welsh HAUC 

  

2.  Accuracy of notes of the previous meetings – 23rd July 2013 

13.50 
 

 The Group approved the minutes of 23rd July 2013 as a true and accurate 
record of the meeting, subject to two minor amendments: 
 

- Dave Turnbull was noted as attending twice.  
- DfT’s Geraint Killa attended the meeting but wasnot recorded as 

such.  
 

    

3.  HAUC(UK) Constitution - Proposed Changes 

13.51  ACTION: HAUC(UK) Secretariat to revise document and re- circulate for 
further review by HAUC (UK) members and discussion at the 8th 
October meeting - COMPLETE. 
 
Mark Ostheimer and Jerry McConkey presented the revised HAUC(UK) 
Constitution document to the Group. A discussion ensued with the key 
comments including: 
 

- Greater detail needed on the HAUC(UK) Dispute Resolution process. 
- The HAUC(UK) Board and HAUC England had a large number of 

attendees. 
- The HAUC(UK) Board will support the establishment of HAUC 

England but it will be for HAUC England to formalise the terms of 
reference and appoint its joint chairs. 

- There is a need for clarity over how the proposed Permit Advisory 
Panel (PAP) will work in practice (to be established post 2015 when 
the devolvement of permit scheme approval is planned). Specifically, 
the issue of what happens if PAP advice is not followed. 

- The need to include reference to the HAUC(UK) Working Groups, 
with a wider review of working groups needed, including the risks 
associated with the use of consultants to act on authorities’ behalf.    

 
ACTION: Permit Forum Group to discuss the role of the Permit 
Advisory Panel at their next meeting (late November 2013). 
 
ACTION: Jerry McConkey, Mark Ostheimer, Dave Capon and Jane 
Smith to further revise the HAUC(UK) Constitution, with input from 
JAG(UK) Chair Roger Culpin and NJUG CEO Bob Gallienne, and to 
circulate for final consultation for four weeks. 
 

   

4.  Government Updates 

   

4.1  Department for Transport Update 

13.52  Barbara King gave an update: 
 
Reshuffle – Norman Baker MP (Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for 
Transport for the last four years) had been replaced by Robert Goodwill MP. 
Baroness Kramer had been appointed as Minister of State for Transport. 



   Page 3 of 13 

 

N.B. Since the meeting Robert Goodwill MP has been confirmed as the main 
DfT Minister for road and street works, with Baroness Kramer responsible for 
HS2 - Phase Two; cities and urban renewal; localism and devolution; local 
connectivity; future transport; and small and medium enterprises (SMEs). 
 
Mark Ostheimer and Jerry McConkey asked that Barbara King pass on 
HAUC(UK)’s thanks to the outgoing Minister Norman Baker MP for his 
support for HAUC(UK) initiatives. 
 
ACTION: Barbara King to pass on HAUC(UK)’s thanks to Norman Baker 
MP for support and help to HAUC(UK) – COMPLETE.  
  
Safety Code – a UK-wide Safety Code had been published on 1st October 
2013, with implementation on 1st October 2014. Barbara King asked for DfT’s 
thanks to all those who had supported the Code’s development to be 
recorded.  
 
A discussion ensued over a recent coroner’s report over a fatality, and it was 
noted that the coroner had raised six areas of concern, the majority of which 
were addressed by the new Safety Code of Practice, and that HAUC(UK) 
were also addressing the remainder – see also AOB.   
 
Peter Loft raised the issue of the new Safety Code of Practice, and that 
following the Code applying to local authorities post October 2014, who 
would ‘police’ the authorities regarding compliance. It was noted that most 
highway authorities use a framework contractor and so the authorities could 
stress the importance of compliance with the Safety Code, and actively 
manage the contractors, with the ultimate sanction being to lose the contract 
or be prosecuted. In response to Peter Loft’s question, Dave Turnbull agreed 
to research who could prosecute a highway authority for non-compliance 
with the Safety Code of Practice post October 2014. 
 
ACTION: All HAUCs / RAUCs to stress the importance of adhering to 
the new Safety Code of Practice. 
 
ACTION: Dave Turnbull to provide advice as to who could prosecute a 
highway authority for non-compliance with the Safety Code of Practice 
post October 2014 - COMPLETE.  
 
ACTION: DfT to review Dave Turnbull’s advice. 
 
Elspeth King noted that the Safety Code of Practice was not mandatory for 
roads authorities in Scotland, but that she would be lobbying the Scottish 
government to make it mandatory for all. 
 
As Joint Chairs of the HAUC(UK) Safety Working Group, Mark Ostheimer 
and Phil Cameron asked that their appreciation for DfT’s Geraint Killa’s work 
be recorded, and also thanked the Welsh government and Scottish Road 
Works Commissioner’s office for their support in achieving a GB-wide Code, 
as well as a personal thanks to Norman Baker MP for his support over the 
past four years. 
 
ETON 6 – had been published and will be operational in April 2014.  
 
Devolvement of Permit Scheme Approval – Legislation was dependent on 
the progress of the draft Deregulation Bill through Parliament. DfT had 
circulated Draft Guidelines and Regulations for comment by end of October 
(subsequently extended to 29th November.)  
 
Lane Rental – It was noted that TfL had produced their first year report, and 
that DfT were working with Transport for London (TfL) and Kent County 
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Council  regarding evaluation. 
 

   

4.2  Scottish Government 

13.53  Elspeth King gave a short overview of developments in Scotland, including 
an overview of the recently held Strategic Consultation on Works on Scottish 
Roads. She indicated that the responses were currently being reviewed, and 
new primary and secondary legislation was likely in 2014. 
 

   

4.3  Welsh Government 

13.54  Ben Beachell gave a short overview of developments in Wales, and in 
particular thanked DfT’s Gereint Killa for his work on the Safety Code of 
Practice. 
 
SROH Welsh 3rd Edition – Ben Beachell confirmed that the Working Group 
had completed their review of the Specification for Reinstatement of 
Openings in the Highway (SROH) 3rd Edition for Wales, and were looking to 
overcome some outstanding issues. There was no major difference from the 
English 3rd Edition, but some additional Welsh requirements were being 
factored in. 
 
The intention was for the document to be submitted to the Minister (Edwina 
Hart AM) early in 2014, and to progress to a consultation in either October 
2014 or April 2015. 
 
S58 Notices – Wales are also looking at how S58 Notices are working, with 
a meeting planned for 5 November. 
 
SW Mainline Electrification – There is a meeting on the SW Mainline 
Electrification project planned for 8 January 2014, and ongoing dialogue 
around the need for diversionary works. Utilities and authorities have been 
invited and are attending. 
  

   

4.4  Northern Ireland 

13.55  Jerry McConkey confirmed that Northern Ireland were looking at the SROH. 
  

   

5.  Safety Code of Practice roll-out 

13.56  Mark Ostheimer commended HAUC(UK) members to Tom Lambert’s helpful 
presentation which had been presented at several Regional HAUC 
Roadshows, and Gereint Killa’s guidance document, both of which 
highlighted the changes between the old and new Safety Code of Practice. It 
was noted that the Safety Group would continue until at least October 2014 
in order to answer questions / provide further advice as necessary. 
 
It was agreed that the process for managing questions from the HAUC / 
RAUC community to various HAUC(UK) Working Groups should be 
formalised, similar to the process for Advice Notes, produced by Roger 
Culpin. 
 
ACTION: Roger Culpin to work with the HAUC(UK) Secretariat to 
formalise the process for questions and answers to and from 
HAUC(UK) Working Groups – and HAUC(UK) Secretariat to circulate 
once agreed (RC / DC / JS).  
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A discussion ensued, with some Regional and National HAUC Chairs 
indicating that Tom Lambert was presenting at their meetings / roadshows, 
and others expressing a desire for him to do so. 
 
ACTION: HAUC(UK) Secretariat (JS) to check whether Tom Lambert 
was willing to undertake additional presentations to other National and 
Regional HAUCs – COMPLETE – Tom Lambert is very willing to present at 
any National or Regional HAUC meetings or events. 
 
ACTION: National and Regional HAUCs to contact Tom Lambert if they 
wish for him to present his Safety Code of Practice presentation: “A 
Fine Balance! The new Safety Code of Practice (eventually)”.  
 
The Group then discussed how best to ensure that operatives and 
supervisors were trained effectively on the new Safety Code of Practice, and 
it was agreed that the Joint Chairs of the Training and Accreditation Group 
should consider the DfT Changes Document and the Tom Lambert 
presentation in order to advise training providers. 
 
ACTION: HAUC(UK) Secretariat to send the Training and Accreditation 
Joint Chairs the DfT Changes Document and the Tom Lambert 
presentation (DT). 
  

   

6.  Permits Post 2015 Statutory Guidance Process 

13.57  Phil Cameron sought clarity on the next steps for developing the post 2015 
Permits Statutory Guidance, and Barbara King undertook to check whether 
the Permits Forum Group could use the meeting on 28th October. 
 
It was agreed that one of the key things to address was to clarify the role, 
responsibilities and locus of the HAUC England Permits Advisory Panel. 
       

   

7.  NSG Update 

13.58 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 In the absence of Baz Lokat, Dave Capon confirmed that Geoplace were 
holding their annual conference the next day and so Baz Lokat was unable 
to attend. Dave Capon undertook to ask Baz Lokat for a written update for 
circulation to HAUC(UK).   
 
ACTION: Dave Capon to request a written update for HAUC(UK) – 
COMPLETE – see below. 
 
Geoplace Update: 
All 174 Highway Authorities are continuing to submit data on a monthly basis 
and work is on-going to improve the quality of ASD data. 
 
The OD file exchange programme has been rolled out on the NSG website.  
 
Utilities, or contractors working on behalf of utilities, must supply a valid OD 
file in order to download NSG data. There are now 30+ utilities with a file 
hosted on the site with more being supplied. This will allow GeoPlace to do 
detailed analysis on data with input from the EDG to determine best practice 
i.e. Areas of Interest, Operational District naming conventions. It will also 
provide an indication of organisations that have moved to EToN 6.0. 
 
A document for authorities considering Permit Scheme implementation will 
be released shortly. This is aimed at LSG Custodians, Traffic Managers and 
Street Works Managers. It details the legislation involved and the relevant 
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requirements from an LSG data perspective. 
 
Work is progressing on the integration of ITN and NSG and a proof of 
concept based on industry feedback is now being created by GeoPlace and 
Ordnance Survey. For more information on this project or to get involved, 
please contact Baz Lokat, Streets Development Manager, GeoPlace 
abbas.lokat@geoplace.co.uk 
 

   

8.  National HAUC(UK) Conference 16th October 2013 

13.59  Dave Capon and Anita Solanki gave a short overview of the National 
HAUC(UK) Conference taking place at the ICC, Birmingham on 16th October, 
confirming that 15 exhibitors and 3 sponsors had been secured; all delegate 
places had been taken (300); and a full and wide-ranging programme of 
speakers was in place. 
 

   

9.  HAUC(UK) Advice notes 

13.60  Roger Culpin confirmed that he had updated the original HAUC(UK) Advice 
Note process diagram (which had been circulated). The Group discussed the 
need to understand which Advice Notes were out for consultation, and it was 
agreed to put an index on the website to sit above those Advice Notes 
already issued, and to include a list of those out for consultation (without the 
actual documents which would be circulated to members only).    
 
ACTION: HAUC(UK) Secretariat to develop an Index on the HAUC(UK) 
Website - of published Advice Notes & summary of those out for 
consultation (DC / EM). 
 
It was confirmed that the following Advice Notes were either under 
consultation or published as follows: 
 
Incidental Damage (2013/03) – this Advice Note had been published on 9 
August 2013. 
 
Diversionary Works Town Centre Development (2013/04) – this Advice 
Note had been published on 9 August 2013. 
 
Defect Inspections (2013/06) – Joint Inspections Group Chairs Roger 
Culpin & Mark Ostheimer were meeting in November to review the 
responses to the consultation. 
 
S74 and Road Markings - This Advice Note was with Joint Chairs Mark 
Ostheimer and Jerry McConkey for final review and sign-off. 
 
It was also noted that two further Advice Notes were being developed: 
 
Forward Planning Information via Eton – N.B. This Advice Note is now out 
for consultation with the deadline for any comments / suggestions being 
COP Friday 10th January 2014. 
 
The EToN facility to flag “Footway Closure” restrictions – The Co-
ordination Working Group had reviewed the draft Guidance document and 
submitted to HAUC(UK) for consultation. 
 

   

10.  Working Group Updates 

13.62  Given the number of changes to HAUC(UK) Working Group members it was 
agreed that the HAUC(UK) Secretariat should send the working Group 
Chairs the list of current members that they have, for the Chairs to update. 
 

mailto:abbas.lokat@geoplace.co.uk
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ACTION: HAUC(UK) Secretariat to circulate current list of HAUC(UK) 
Working Group members to Joint Chairs for updating (JS to send DC 
her list for initial review before JS sending out to Joint Chairs). 
 

   

10.1  Co-ordination  

13.63  Paul Castleman presented the Co-ordination Group report: 
 
Storage of Materials – Previous agreement on this issue by the Co-
ordination Group was being reviewed again to include the Welsh HAUC 
guidance document on this subject matter. The aim of the review was to 
produce a revised HAUC(UK) Advice Note for issue as a mini consultation.  
 
Section 58 Advice Note - The Co-ordination Group were reviewing the 
previous HAUC(UK) Advice Note against a detailed paper that John Webb 
had drafted prior to his retirement. 
 
Forward Planning Information – as above. 
 
In addition Paul Castleman confirmed that the Group were considering 
amendments to their terms of reference and objectives in line the proposed 
HAUC(UK) changes.  
 

10.2  SROH 

13.64  Dave Capon confirmed that following the sad death of Terry Lomas he had 
taken over as Joint Chair of the SROH Group, and so gave a short overview 
of the SROH Working Group report prepared by Alan Rainford. Headlines 
included: 
 
SROH Working Group – the Group were reviewing their terms of reference 
and structure following the proposed restructuring of HAUC(UK). 
 
SROH / SROR – In Scotland, the final post-consultation document had been 
submitted to the Scottish Executive, and had 90% commonality with the 
English 3rd Edition. In Wales, a small working sub-group was reviewing the 
3rd Edition (England) against the 2nd Edition (Wales) where there was 95% 
alignment. In Northern Ireland they continue to review the SROH 3rd Edition. 
 
Microtrenching – the SROH Working Group were producing an Advice Note 
for consultation. N.B. The consultation closes on 17 January 2014.     
  
Colour Coding of Compaction Apparatus – The SROH Working Group 
had reviewed the Enfield Council / Corehard initiative and welcomed it, and 
would promote through Regional HAUCs, but not include in an Advice Note. 
 
ACTION: HAUC(UK) Secretariat to feed back to Enfield Council / 
Corehard the positive feedback from the SROH Working Group (DC). 
 

10.3  Diversionary Works 

13.65  No issues to report, although it was noted that David Baker was no longer 
the Chair as he retired during 2013. 
 

   

10.4  Training and Accreditation 

13.66  No issues to report. 

   

10.5  Safety 

13.67  See DfT and Scottish and Welsh Government reports. 
   

10.6  Records 
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13.68  Dave Capon confirmed that the Group were awaiting a National 
Underground Assets Group (NUAG) update. N.B. post-meeting note – the 
DfT have confirmed that they will not be revoking the Records Regulations 
as part of their red-tape challenge, and so the Group will need to meet to 
continue updating the Regulations and Code of Practice. 
 
ACTION: HAUC(UK) Secretariat to contact NUAG for an update (JS). 
 

   

10.7  Inspections  

13.69  The Inspections Working Group Joint Chairs Roger Culpin and Mark 
Ostheimer were meeting in November 2013 to progress their Advice Note – 
as above. 
 

   

10.8  Inspection Fees 

13.70  It was noted that a new Welsh representative was needed on the Inspection 
Fees Working Group, and Joint Chairs Roger Culpin and Mark Ostheimer 
would meet to agree how to cover the issue of inspection fees going 
forwards. 
   

   

10.9  Performance 

13.71  The Performance Working Group Chairs, Anita Solanki and Phil Cameron 
gave a short overview: 
 
GeoPlace – Analysis of data on behalf of HAUC(UK) had moved to 
Geoplace, with anyone submitting data, now receiving reports back. 
Geoplace had provided annual results and the Joint Chairs confirmed they 
were meeting Geoplace on 30th October to progress the analysis of the data.  

 

Data Submission – Utilities requested to see the data and Phil Cameron 

and Anita Solanki stated that they would look at whether quarterly reports 
could be made available. Both Chairs confirmed that authorities should 
submit their data six weeks after the quarters ending march, June, 
September and December, and continued to urge authorities to submit 
Performance Scorecard data to Geoplace at scorecards@geoplace.co.uk.  
This was supported by HAUC(UK) Joint Chair Jerry McConkey, who 
indicated that JAG(UK) would continue to promote submission of data when 
they attended regional JAG and HAUC meetings.  
 
Scottish Road Works Commissioner Elspeth King confirmed that she was 
launching a review of the current 27 Scottish KPIs to look to streamline them, 
whilst ensuring the road works sector had the necessary information it needs 
to drive performance.  
 

   

10.10  Strategy Group – ETON 

13.72  Roger Culpin asked whether there was a training video for EToN6, and 
indicated that an Advice Note and powerpoint presentation would be very 
helpful. He asked that all Regional HAUCs consider as part of their regional 
training programmes and share any presentations they produced. 
 
It was noted that an EToN Developers’ Group meeting was planned for 
January 2014 to review implementation of EToN6 and possibly produce an 
update Advice Note. 
 
ACTION: All Regional HAUCs to consider developing powerpoint 
presentations / training packs on EToN6 and share them within the 
HAUC community. 

mailto:scorecards@geoplace.co.uk
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10.11  Good Practice 

13.73  No issues to report, although Jerry McConkey asked all Regional and 
National HAUCs / RAUCs to share good practice with the HAUC(UK) 
Secretariat and Communications Group in order that they could promote it 
across the community. 
 

   

10.12  Communications  

13.74 
 

 Phil Cameron and Jane Smith indicated that once the new HAUC(UK) 
Constitution document was agreed, the Communications Group would look 
at how best to communicate the changes within the HAUC / RAUC 
community, but that all communication was heavily reliant on National and 
Regional HAUC / RAUC Chairs who were the lynchpins in ensuring effective 
communication from HAUC(UK) out to nations and regions and vice versa. 
 

 

   

10.13  S74  

13.75  S74 and Road Markings – As above, this Advice Note was with Joint Chairs 
Mark Ostheimer and Jerry McConkey for final review and sign-off. 
 

10.14  Coring 

13.76  No issues to report. 
 

10.15  Permits 

13.77 
 

 Barry Lucas and Peter Loft gave a short overview of their Report: 
 
Post 2015 Guidance & Regulations - The Permits Group continued to meet 
with the DfT, working on guidance for authorities when the Secretary of State 
devolves approval of permit schemes to local authorities in 2015. 
 
London Common Permit Scheme (LoPS) – Meetings were ongoing to 
discuss application of the permit scheme and conditions, with a Joint 
Workshop being held for all practitioners at the end of October to debate 
issues in relation to EToN6 i.e. processes, protocols and administration. 
 

   

10.16  Lane Rental 

13.78  Transport for London - Mark Beasley confirmed that Transport for 
London’s first year report on their lane rental pilot had been published and it 
was noted that the projected pre-scheme forecast of possible revenue had 
not been met, with minimal lane rental charges levied for either TfL or 
Statutory Undertaker works, which was one of the original objectives of the 
scheme. Work was ongoing to gather the total costs of paying or avoiding 
lane rental charges, and the Governance Group tasked with sanctioning the 
spend of any surplus revenue on innovative projects / research had met for 
the first time in September 2013. TfL have engaged TRL to review the use 
and approval of rapid hardeners (to SROH Appendix A9 trial standard.)   
 
Kent County Council - David Latham indicated that Kent County Council’s 
lane rental pilot “seemed to be making a real impact, and whilst the profile of 
works initially dropped it had now returned to previous volumes.  
 
David Latham also stated that Kent County Council were looking to change 
the timings of some roads to allow works on lane rental roads that take place 
during non-traffic-sensitive times to take place without a lane rental charge. 
e.g. 10am to 12 noon.    
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11.  Key English Regional Initiatives / Issues 

   

11.1  SEHAUC 

13.79  Bob Beaney and David Latham gave a short overview of their Report: 
 
Terry Lomas – SEHAUC placed on record their acknowledgement of Terry 
Lomas’ work, extensive knowledge and reasonable approach both at 
regional and national level. 
 
SEHAUC Roadshow – SEHAUC’s Roadshow was held on 19th September 
at Windsor Racecourse, free to all delegates. The focus of the event 
included safety (including Tom Lambert’s Safety Code presentation) and 
reinstatement (including First Intervention’s Best Practice Guides). 
 
Surrey & East Sussex Permit Scheme – was going live on 11 November 
2013. 
 
Training – SEHAUC will be putting together a narrated sketch to roll-out 
across the SEHAUC area covering when charges will be incurred and 
inspections undertaken, and will share across HAUC(UK). They had also 
been working with First Intervention to produce reinstatement best practice 
guides (N.B. these subsequently won the NJUG Award for Quality).  
 

11.2  SWHAUC 

13.80  Phil Cameron gave a short overview of the SWHAUC Report: 
 
Training Day – SWHAUC were considering running a training day / 
guidance event early in 2014. 
 
Bristol Code of Conduct – This Code had been developed, building on and 
further enhancing the HAUC(UK) Code of Conduct, and will be launched in 
December 2013. 
  

   

11.3  West Midlands HAUC 

13.81  Anita Solanki and Andy Wilkins gave a short overview of their report: 
 
Joint Site Safety Inspection Programme – The results of the joint 
inspection programme were complete, and had been shared within 
WMHAUC – with good PPE compliance (93.6%) and 66-68% compliance for 
courtesy boards; site compliance and accreditation on site. The results had 
prompted discussions to further drive up standards. 
 
N.B. David Latham highlighted that Kent County Council reported on a 
monthly basis on inspection pass rates, and were achieving between 90% to 
100%, and Kent had incentivised performance by offering a discount for 
permit fees for high levels of performance. 
 
WaSP Scheme – Shropshire County Council had consulted on their draft 
permit scheme and submitted their application to the DfT with a view to 
going live on 1st April 2014. 
  

   

11.4  Yorkshire HAUC 

13.82  Ian Darbyshire and Paul Evans gave a short overview of their Report: 
 
YHAUC Recycling Group – new authority side members were required to 
support this Group following changes to authority members’ roles and 
responsibilities within their authority. 
 



   Page 11 of 13 

 

Performance – concerns had been raised by utilities about inconsistencies 
in the interpretation of what was required when compiling the regional 
sample inspection performance report, which YJAG will address. 
Additionally, YJAG were to confirm which authorities were providing data. 
 
EToN6 – A regional EToN subgroup had been set up to look at 
implementation and business change requirements.   
 

   

11.5  NWHAUC 

13.83  Ann Griffiths gave a short overview of the NWHAUC report: 
 
Events – NWHAUC were considering another Materials Awareness and 
Reinstatement Compliance seminar in the North West. 
 
Joint Working Group on Performance Improvement – A joint working 
group focusing on performance improvement was looking at Category A, B 
and C initially. 
 
GMRAPS – NWHAUC were working with Greater Manchester authorities 
specifically to assist with their review of traffic-sensitive streets. 
  

   

11.6  Anglian HAUC 

13.84  Keith O’Brien and Paul Castleman gave a short overview: 
 
Norfolk Permit Scheme – had consulted and further discussions are 
ongoing before submitting to DfT.  
 
Milton Keynes Permit Schemes – had consulted on their draft scheme. 
 
Event - Anglian HAUC were considering an event for 2014. 
 

11.7  East Midlands HAUC 

13.85  Samantha Brothwell gave a short overview: 
 
Derby City Permit Scheme - went live the previous week (w/c 30 
September 2013). 
 
Nottingham City Council Permit Scheme – the authority had invited 
utilities for pre-consultation discussions. 
 
Cheshire County Council Permit Scheme – Cheshire were looking to 
adopt the WaSP Scheme and would be presenting very soon. 
 

   

11.8  London HAUC 

13.86  Barry Lucas and Peter Loft gave a short overview, including: 
 
Crossrail – works were continuing over much of London, but serious issues 
arose where works required for the project were on diversion routes for 
roods already closed to facilitate the main works.   
 
2013 Ride London Event – A post event review had been held with road 
and street works recognised as being managed professionally and therefore 
relatively issue-free. 
 
London Works – the London Works team were considering how best to 
encourage practitioners to make better use of London Works to further 
enhance collaborative working. 
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11.9  North of England 

13.87  Roger Culpin gave a very short overview, confirming: 
 
3 HAUCs Roadshow 2014 – will be called “Noticing the Cones” and will take 
place on 12 June 2014. 
 

   

12.  Matters Arising from the Minutes of 28th October 2012 

13.35                      13.88 
 

 
 

ACTION: DB to take back the questions on including gulley 
connections / damage to bridge structures to Utility Strike Avoidance 
Group (USAG) and report back to HAUC(UK) – ONGOING – Mark 
Ostheimer agreed to raise direct with Dave Burgess of USAG. 
 
ACTION: MO to raise with Dave Burgess (USAG). 
 

13.37                     13.89   ACTION: EToN Working Group to meet with DfT and undertake some 
testing before implementation, to ensure EToN5 and EToN6 systems 
can successfully interact. AM to check with Annabel Kelly regarding 
tying in the EToN meeting to take place after the mini-consultation. 
 
Light Rail Systems – DfT were still awaiting the Draft Guidance from Steve 
Berry so that HAUC(UK) can review it and provide comments. N.B. Post-
meeting note - Barbara King has confirmed that the Draft Guidance will be 
available at end of November.   
 
ONGOING. 

13.44                      13.90  ACTION: BB / DL to provide copies of the various SEHAUC documents 
to the HAUC(UK) Secretariat (JS) for circulation – COMPLETE – 
circulated with these minutes. 
 

13.46                      13.91  ACTION: TL to send to DC for circulation for consultation. 
 
ACTION: SROH Group to draft Advice Note on edge-sealing for 
consultation within HAUC(UK). 
 
ACTION: SROH Group to draft Advice Note on edge-sealing for 
consultation within HAUC(UK). 
 
ACTION: SROH Group to draft Advice Note on achieving compaction 
compliance around smaller covers / iron works, including use of 
flowable materials and its acceptability. 
 
ACTION: SROH Group to prepare a SROH FAQ for inclusion on the 
HAUC(UK) website, and including guidance on bituminous materials 
and acceptable alternatives to high PSV materials. 
 
ACTION: SROH Group to draft an Advice Note on Rapid Curing 
Concrete and discuss their concerns over the TRL Rapid Curing 
Concrete document with MB. 
 
All ONGOING. 
 

   

13.  Any Other Business 

13.92  EToN6 – Anita Solanki highlighted to the Group that there was a new charge 
category where it was now a requirement to specify if works were to be 
undertaken on an open-cut basis, but that works promoters were unsure as 
to what to record if they were using multiple techniques, as failure to list all 
methods of working could result in a fixed penalty. 



   Page 13 of 13 

 

  
It was agreed that works promoters should record the predominant method 
of working, and if in doubt, discuss with the authority. 
 

13.93  Coroner’s Report on Fatality in Southwark Dave Capon gave a short 
overview of an incident which took place in Southwark which resulted in a 
fatality. It was agreed that in order to ensure any lessons were learnt by the 
whole HAUC / RAUC community that Dave Capon would draft a short note. 
 
ACTION: DC to draft a note of the key facts and lessons learnt for 
sharing with the HAUC / RAUC community. 
  

13.95  Traffic Management Plans - Dave Turnbull raised concerns that there was 
great inconsistency between authorities regarding what was required in 
terms of traffic management plans / drawings, and asked whether there was 
any room for HAUC(UK) activity to bring about some consistency. 
 
Mark Beasley mentioned that TfL had produced a good practice guide on 
traffic management. Peter Loft indicated that [London HAUC] were 
developing this guide further to cover what is applicable in terms of traffic 
management for other types or roads and would share with HAUC(UK) when 
finalised. 
 
ACTION: PL to share the London HAUC Good Practice Guide on Traffic 
Management when finalised. 
 

   

14.  Date of next Meeting 

  To be advised. 
 


