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Reinstatement of Micro-trenches   

 
New Roads and Street Works Act 1991   

 
1 Background to Advice Note   

1.1 Against the background of seeking to enable the market to deliver 
broadband across all parts of the Country, the Department for 
Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS), issued an advice note entitled 
“Microtrenching and Street Works: An advice note for Local Authorities 

and Communications Providers”.  This was advice note (hereafter the 
‘DCMS Guidance document’) was published in November 2011.   

1.2 The DCMS Guidance document made several recommendations.  In 
relation to the Specification for Reinstatement of Openings in the 
Highway (hereafter the ‘SROH’), it states:   

“Recommendation 4: All stakeholders should agree, through bodies such as HAUC UK and 

other bodies such as UKCTA, along with relevant soils and materials experts, a specification 

that can be used in practice, before it is considered for inclusion in the statutory 

Specification for the Reinstatement of Openings in the Highway at the next available 

revision.”   

1.3 In 2012, HAUC (UK) charged the SROH Woking Party to prepare 
such a specification.   

 

2 Introduction to the Working Party proposals   

2.1 It is recognised that the DCMS Guidance document significantly 
restricts the potential use of micro-trenching.  Recommendations 2 
and 3 state:   

“Recommendation 2:  Local and Highways Authorities should consider micro trenching as 

an acceptable method of installing communications cables……….as long as the proposed 

trench is within the bound layers and at least 175mm deep with a maximum permissible 

depth of 250mm.  Highways Authorities have the discretion to accept installations outside of 
these limits.”   
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“Recommendation 3:  Microtrenching should only be used in roads where there is a 

minimum of 325mm of bound construction.  The position of trenches within the highway 

should be determined in consultation with the local highway authorities.”   

2.2 In reality, much of the UK road network has evolved in the last 50 to 
65 years.  Whilst modern designs for new roads may require bound 
construction depths in excess of the 325mm threshold figure, it is the 
case that the significant majority of existing roads will not have total 
bound depths approaching that thickness.   

2.3 The DCMS Guidance document noted that there were:   

“……successful examples of microtrenching being deployed at a much shallower depth, such 

as those carried out by Vtesse Networks in Horsham, or by Tulloch Developments in the 
Shetland Isles.  Where a road, especially in more rural areas, cannot be microtrenched to a 

depth of 175mm, we would encourage the communications provider and highways authorities 
to work together to determine whether a shallower depth would be appropriate.  This is likely 

to depend on individual circumstances and should be considered on a case by case basis.”   

2.4 In recognition of this comment, and the consequential discretionary 
opportunity offered by Recommendation 2, the Working Party 
prepared a further Specification.  This second Specification explored 
the potential for the excavation and reinstatement of Micro-Trenches 
in thinner constructions, including footways and evolved highways, 
where granular materials may be encountered within the depth of the 
micro-trench.  This second Specification is referred to as the ‘Non-
DCMS Specification’.   

2.5 Accordingly, this HAUC (UK) Advice Note includes two Specifications 
for Consultation:   

(i) Proposed Specification for the Excavation and Reinstatement 
of Micro-trenches in Asphalt Roads   

[Conforms to Recommendation 3 of the DCMS Guidance 
document i.e. to limit the use of micro-trenches to wholly within 
bound construction of minimum thickness 325mm.]   

(ii) Proposed Specification for the Excavation and Reinstatement 
of Micro- trenches in Shallow Construction (including Footways) 
and Evolved Highways   

[The non-DCMS Specification]   
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3 Definition and Scope of Micro-trenching for the purposes of this 
Advice Note   

3.1 The DCMS Guidance document noted that:   

“Microtrenching (or slot-cutting) is an innovative technique……in which fibre optic cable 

and sometimes conduits are laid into a slot-cut trench less than 20mm wide, and typically 

between 120-300mm deep……” 

3.2 The method of forming the slot, or micro-trench, has not been 
specifically addressed in the two Specifications, although it was 
contemplated that slots formed by disc-cutting (normally mechanical 
floor saws), or narrow (micro) trenches formed by rotary ‘toothed’ 
spinners were the most likely.   

3.3 The two Micro-trench Reinstatement Specifications encompass slots, 
or micro-trench widths up to 60mm wide.   

3.4 For definition purposes, the two Micro-trench Reinstatement 
Specifications adopt the term Micro-trench as encompassing either of 
the methods set out in Paragraph 3.2.   

END 


